
Read Around the Block 2017
Discussion Rubric

Quality of 
Participation Active Listening Preparation

Knowledge of 
Book

Score: 5 Student offered 
excellent, timely, 
thoughtful, and 
appropriate comments 
that contributed to a 
quality discussion.  
Responded respectfully 
to others.  Offered 
excellent, relevant 
textual evidence to 
support claims.  
Maintained focus on 
discussion.

Student demonstrated 
excellent demeanor, 
posture, and behavior 
during discussion and 
activities.  Showed 
clear respect for the 
group and the process.  
Listened carefully and 
thoughtfully to others 
to enrich 
understanding.

Student prepared five 
thoughtful discussion 
questions that 
facilitated discussion.  
Contributed an original, 
creative image that 
reflects a significant 
theme, scene, or 
character of the text 
and informs the group 
about the text.

Student demonstrated 
excellent knowledge of 
the book and 
comprehension of the 
characters, setting, 
plot, and themes.  
Made original, 
interesting connections 
from text to self, text to 
text, and/or text to 
world.

Score: 4 Student offered solid 
and appropriate 
comments that 
contributed to a quality 
discussion.  Responded 
respectfully to others.  
Usually offered strong, 
relevant textual 
evidence to support 
claims.  Usually 
maintained focus on 
discussion.

Student demonstrated 
solid demeanor, 
posture, and behavior 
during discussion and 
activities.  Showed 
respect for the group 
members and the 
process.  Usually 
listened carefully and 
thoughtfully to others.

Student prepared five 
discussion questions 
that facilitated 
discussion.  Contributed 
an interesting image 
that reflects a theme, 
scene, or character of 
the text and contributes 
to the understanding of 
the text.

Student demonstrated 
solid knowledge of the 
book and good 
comprehension of the 
characters, setting, 
plot, and themes.  
Made strong 
connections from text 
to self, text to text, 
and/or text to world.

Score: 3
Student offered 
satisfactory comments 
that contributed to the 
discussion.  Sometimes 
responded respectfully 
to others.  Occasionally 
offered textual 
evidence to support 
claims.  Was not always 
focused on discussion.

Student demonstrated 
satisfactory demeanor, 
posture, and behavior 
during discussion and 
activities.  Generally 
engaged in the process 
and showed respect for 
the group members.  
May have interrupted 
others and/or not 
listened carefully.

Student prepared fewer 
than five discussion 
questions and/or 
questions that did not 
contribute to a 
productive discussion.  
Contributed an image 
that lacks creativity 
and/or does not 
accurately reflect a 
theme, scene, or 
character from the text.

Student demonstrated 
satisfactory knowledge 
of the book and basic 
comprehension of the 
characters, setting, 
plot, and themes.  
Made some connections 
from text to self, text to 
text, and/or text to 
world.

Score: 2
Student needed to 
participate more often 
and contribute to the 
discussion.  May have 
been disrespectful to 
others' 
comments/opinions.  
Offered little or no 
evidence from the text 
to support claims.  Was 
often off task.

Student displayed 
unsatisfactory 
demeanor, posture, 
and/or behavior during 
discussion and/or 
activities.  Lacked 
engagement in the 
process.  May have 
demonstrated lack of 
respect for the group 
and/or interrupted, 
ignored group 
members.

Student prepared basic, 
factual questions 
and/or questions that 
may not be related to 
the text or that 
detracted from a 
productive discussion.  
Contributed an image 
that is irrelevant to the 
text and/or 
inappropriate.

Student lacked some 
knowledge of the book 
and some 
comprehension of the 
characters, setting, 
plot, and themes.  
Made few connections 
from text to self, text to 
text, and/or text to 
world.



Score: 1
Student offered little to 
no participation in the 
group.  Was 
disrespectful to others' 
comments.  Offered no 
textual evidence to 
support claims.  Was 
off task.

Student demonstrated 
inappropriate 
demeanor, posture, 
and/or behavior during 
discussion and/or 
activities.  Not engaged 
in process.  Displayed 
lack of respect for 
group.

Student prepared no 
questions to contribute 
to the group discussion 
and/or contributed no 
image.

Student demonstrated 
little knowledge of the 
book and/or 
comprehension of the 
characters, setting, plot 
and/or themes.  Made 
no connections from 
text to self, text to text, 
and/or text to world.


