
 

Course Title: College Prep American Literature Current Year: 2015-16 
Grade Level: 11 Time: 2 Trimesters 
Instructor: Mrs. Julie Fox 
Email: juliefox@stbenedict.com 
Phone: 773-539-0066 

   
Grade Level:  11th Grade 
Credit:  1 credit: 0.5 (Trimester 1); 0.5 (Trimester 2) 
Prerequisite: World Literature  
 
SBPS Mission Statement: 
St. Benedict Preparatory School, on the north side of Chicago is a Catholic Preschool-Grade 12 community that utilizes our 
unique educational resources to provide an innovative and rigorous academic program.  To achieve this mission, we: 

● Excel in educating the whole individual in the Catholic tradition 
● Challenge students to develop God-given talents 
● Create a Christian community by sharing our gifts 
● Honor the gifts and diversity of the community and 
● Serve the Lord and each other in an ever-changing world. 

 
The SBPS Graduate: 
The St. Benedict Preparatory School Graduate enters post-secondary life well-rounded and prepared for learning, 
achievement, and service in a 21st century global society.  Honoring the tradition of St. Benedict, our graduates possess the 
knowledge, reason, diligence, and perseverance to grow in faith, wisdom, and spirit. 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
In addition to the behavior and dress code policies of SBPS, I expect the following from you as a student: 

● Participate:  Raise those hands and share what you know with others.  I expect to learn just as much from you as 
you should expect to learn from me.  Remember all of us are still learning. 

● Be Prepared:  Attending class, bringing all of your materials to class (technology device, pen, notebook, textbook, 
handouts, written work), and knowing your books (now is the time to read and get it done) are all requirements of 
this course. 

● Exude Respect and Pride:  Respect the opinions, space and property of those around you.  Be proud of what you 
know and what you will learn.  Show others in this class how proud you are of them and what they contribute. 
Give your best each and every day. 

 
Your freedoms and rights as a student enable you to participate to the best of your ability, to ask questions as often as 
possible, and to be challenged by the instructor and your classmates to stretch your mind and expand your knowledge.  The 
classroom is not just a room, but also a community.  Please remember to treat this space and all those who occupy it with 
respect and with a listening ear. 
 
Course Description:  
This course offers an in-depth look at the growth of American Literature, as well as the emergence of the “American 
Character” through novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and non-fiction. Additionally, students will examine how that 
literature reflects the social, economic, religious, and political views of the period during which it was written. Students will 
produce narrative, persuasive, research, and creative pieces of writing reflecting the “American Experience” in historical, 
literary, and personal contexts.  
 
Required Texts: 
Hansberry, Lorraine.  A Raisin in the Sun. 
O’Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried. 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby 
Eggers, Dave. Zeitoun  
 
Learning Materials: 

● Spiral/Composition notebook for Journal. 
● Loose-leaf paper for daily assignments/notes 
● Pen (blue or black ink) 
● Binder and a folder for class handouts and supplementary readings 

 
 
Technology Expectations:  Fully-charged laptop used appropriately and for regular use of teacher-provided internet 
resources, including Edmodo. Any class handouts, blog discussions, homework assignments, reading schedules, and rubrics 
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are posted and updated on Edmodo. No cell phones should be used for class notes or typing assignments. You will be 
receiving your invitation and password. No cell phones should be used to photograph notes or type assignments. 
 
Course Goals/Essential Questions: 
During this course, students will use literature to investigate the following essential questions and will be able to formulate 
an understanding of: 

● What is the “melting pot”?  Does the American culture represent this notion? 
● How is a national identity formed? 
● How does the American landscape lend itself to shaping one’s identity as an “American”? 
● Can an individual remain “true to himself/herself” in the midst of society? 
● How can an individual use his/her voice to gain agency? 
● What is the American Dream?  In what ways does it change meaning? 
● How can literature help in understanding the human condition, especially the formation of the “American Story”? 

 
Learning Outcomes and Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. engage and expand upon literary analysis, from World Literature. 
2. compare and contrast characters and genres while relating to the text. 
3. identify and interpret how conflict, class, race, and gender shaped American Literature. 
4. write, react, and dialogue with works of American Literature and how the literature applies to his/her own life.  
5. understand, practice, and utilize proper grammatical constructs. 
6. establish evidence as support for personal opinions. 
7. implement the writing process (brainstorming, drafting, writing, editing, and revising) to write various expository 

essays.  
8. follow MLA format guidelines; use academic and reputable resources; create a works cited page. 
9. participate in meaningful class discussions and learning community activities. 
10.  actively listen and communicate with classmates. 

  
Types of Assessment: Grades in this course will be determined by the following criteria: 

 
Homework: 10% 
Students will receive supplementary assignments to complete at home.  Students may have to write a response, answer 
questions, or actively read. Homework also includes writing process steps. Please see the homework policy section of the 
syllabus for details on late homework and absences. 
 
Classwork/Participation:  10% 
Students should come to class prepared and ready to participate fully in the daily discussion.  Participation points will be 
awarded to each student on a daily basis.  Participation not only includes completing the assigned readings and raising one’s 
hand, but being respectful of others as they share ideas.  Participation is a great way to encourage each other and to learn. 
Failure to participate not only hurts you, but the dynamic of the class.  Remember, you can never ask too many questions! 
At various times throughout the year, you will be expected to complete assignments in class.  Whether the student is 
working as an individual or as part of a group, the student is expected to finish and complete the task at hand. Classwork 
includes entrance and exit slips, quick writes, and more.  
 
Writing Assignments:  30% 
During the semester the students will be assigned the following types of essays: 

o Character Analysis 
o Creative and Expressive Genre:  Poetry 
o Various Expository Essays  
o Extended Definition Final Paper:  Defining the American Perspective:  What do the Ways 

People Choose to Tell Their Stories Say about Their Place/Where they Live? 
Each essay will be drafted, undergo peer editing, and handed in for a final grade.  Essays must be typed, double-spaced, in 
12pt Times New Roman font, using a MLA heading.  Grading rubrics will be distributed with the writing assignment prompt. 
The Writing percentage also includes all drafts of essays. 
 
Tests/Quizzes/Projects: 30% 
Tests will be announced one week in advance.  Students are expected to take the test on the day it is given.  Any 
individual or group projects that are assigned throughout the semester (not including essays) will be weighted as a test 
grade.  Various announced and unannounced quizzes will be given during the course of the semester.  The quizzes will 
assess student progress and act as a feedback tool for the teacher. 
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Extra Credit Opportunities: 
Extra credit will only be offered if homework is consistently turned in.  (You don’t need anything extra if you can’t handle 
what you’ve got!).  So, try your best (that’s all I expect). 
 
Homework/Make Up Work Policy: 
All homework is due at the beginning of the class period for which it was assigned. Students may receive “study center” for 
late homework. Homework assignments and tests announced prior to an absence are due the day the student returns. 
Homework assignments and tests announced during an absence are due dependent on the length of an absence. 
Students are responsible for gathering their missing assignments from the “Missing Assignment” folder in class, as well as 
seeing the instructor during office hours to discuss any missing work.  Most homework will be posted on Edmodo. 
 
Extensions:   If an emergency occurs, please contact the instructor BEFORE the due date of an assignment/class. 
Extensions will not be given for a paper if students do not contact the instructor prior to the class day that the assignment is 
due. 
  
Academic Dishonesty: 
Students who represent another work as his/her own; let another student copy his/her work; or plagiarize materials will 
receive the appropriate demerits and have a meeting with the student, parent/guardian, instructor, and the dean/principal. 
Students will be given additional assignments to demonstrate thorough knowledge of plagiarism, as well as mandatory 
study center after-school.  DO NOT LET THIS BE YOU! 
 
Grading Policy:  Each trimester grade will be based on the student’s academic performance (80%) and the final 
examination grade (20%).  Grades will be updated weekly on PowerSchool. 
 
SBPS Grading Scale: 
 
A+   99-100% B+   91-92% C+   83-84% D+   75-76% 
A    95-98% B    87-90% C    79-82% D    71-74% 
A-   93-94% B-   85-86%  C-   77-78% D-   69-70% 
   F    < 69% 
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SET ‘EM UP:  GOAL SETTING 
 

Based upon our discussion today, create two goals that you want to reach in this class: 
 
1.______________________________________________________ 
 
2.  _____________________________________________________ 
 
TAKE ACTION:  What do you need to do to achieve these goals? 
 
Goal #1:________________________________________________ 
 
Goal #2:________________________________________________ 
 
LET ME HELP YOU: How can I help you reach these goals? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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August 24, 2015 
 

Parents and Students: 
 
Please print and sign your name below to indicate that you have read and understand 
the attached policy sheet which will apply to this course. Turn this form into Mrs. Fox 
and keep a copy of the policy guidelines for yourself. It is very important that I have your 
signature and contact information as soon as possible. This form is due on Wednesday, 
August 26th, 2015. 
 
Student Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature: _______________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Email Address: _____________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone: ____________________________________ 

 
 
 


