
French 2 Course Syllabus      

 
Mme Ashley Cox 
email: acox@stbenedict.com 
office hours: Periods 4B & 4C  

      Other times may be available upon request. 

 

Course Description: 
French 2, trimester 1 is an interactive course that builds upon the foundation of grammar and 
vocabulary built up in French 1. Students will begin to produce more complex language as the 
trimester progresses as well as delve deeper into francophone cultures through reading and projects. 
 
Prerequisites 
A passing grade in French 1, or teacher recommendation. 
French 2 is not open to native speakers of French. 

Required Materials/Supplies: 
Students are expected to bring these items to class every day unless otherwise notified.  

� textbook: Discovering French Nouveau ! Bleu – Level 1   
� paperback novel: Le Nouvel Houdini  [ISBN# 978-1-935575-30-6] 
� binder with folders and dividers: for taking notes during class, completing in-class 
assignments, and storing any documents distributed during class 
� pen or pencil: blue or black ink please 

 
How students are graded: 
Tests & Quizzes 

� Quizzes will be given periodically to measure progress within each lesson. There will be a test 
upon the completion of  two consecutive lessons.  
� A cumulative final exam will be given at the end of the trimester.  
� If you miss the review for a test or a quiz, you are still expected to take the test/quiz on the 
scheduled day. 
 

Homework 
� Homework is very important in this class for retaining new vocabulary and grammar.   
� Homework will be given every day.   
� Students are given correction privileges with many homework assignments.  Eligible 
assignments can be redone after receiving an initial grade; the second grade marked will replace 
the first. Late homework may be redone at a penalty; see Make-up Work Policy  below. 
� No homework will be accepted outside of the homework policy, unless special arrangements 
have been made in advance. 
 

 

 

 



Participation 

� Participation is crucial to the language-learning process and is therefore a large portion of your 
grade. This involves: 

1. Active participation in class. This includes paying attention, taking notes, being active during 
assigned participation activities, and contributing to discussions.  

2. In-class assignments designed to promote understanding and retention of material. Failure to 
participate in in-class activities will result in a lower participation grade for given assignments. 

3. Points will be deducted from your participation grade should you choose to disrupt class by 
socializing or not staying on task.  

 
Projects  

� Projects (both individual and collaborative) will play an important cultural role in this 
course.  
� Projects are not optional and any student with nothing to turn in by a project due date will 
be sent to study center after school and issued demerits.  

 
Writing Assignments  

� Writing exercises will be assigned often and are usually open to correction privileges.  
� The use of translators on these assignments is obvious and unacceptable. Translated 
writing assignments will be returned to students ungraded and with an automatic F in the 
gradebook.  

 
Make-Up Work Policy 
� When students are absent, it is their responsibility to ask what work they have missed.  
� Students may turn in late work with a 25% automatic penalty. To be accepted, late work must 
have a clear label:  

§ student’s name 
§ the date 
§ title of the assignment (for example, Homework #12) 
§ page and exercise number where applicable 

Incorrectly labeled late work will not be accepted. 
 
Evaluation Structure: 
Students’ grades will be calculated as follows: 
Homework & Writing assignments 20% Tests/Quizzes 30% 

Class Participation 25% Final Exam 10% 
Projects 15%   

 
French Classroom Rules: 
� Cell phones are not permitted in class.   
� The use of a computer to take notes during class is prohibited. Students are required to bring 
either a binder or a notebook for taking notes. Mme Cox will inform students if an electronic device is 
necessary; otherwise, laptops and tablets should be off during class. 
� If Mme Cox has given permission to use electronic devices for academic reasons in class, its use for 
entertainment reasons is still not permitted. Students violating this policy will receive an automatic 
detention. 
� The use of translators is prohibited on written assignments. Consulting a dictionary, however, is 
perfectly acceptable. 



 

Expectations of Students in Class: 
(1) Show respect to your classmates, teacher, and any visitors in the classroom.   
(2) Come to class prepared every day and take responsibility for your learning—ask questions when 

you don’t understand and participate in class activities. 
(3) Be on time to class.  
(4) Use the French language wherever you can both in and out of classroom.  Practice makes perfect, 

especially with language. Watch a DVD in French (take notes!); teach a family member a new 
phrase in French; etc. If you find something interesting outside of class that’s relevant, share it 
with the class.   

(5) Uphold the policies and values of St. Benedict High School. 
(6) No student will interfere with the rights of other students to learn or the teacher to teach. 
 
 


