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Find additional information, rubrics, and sample essays on the school website at http://sbps.stbenedict.com.   
If you have questions, contact Ms. Mocarski at cmocarski@stbenedict.com.

STEP ONE - GET THE BOOK  
Find a copy of the book that was assigned 
to you.  You may check it from your public 
library, download the book to your e-
reader, borrow the book from a friend, or 
buy it online or at a bookstore. 

(Note: The Book Cellar in Lincoln Square offers 
a 20% discount for summer reading titles.  Just 
tell the person who is ringing you up that your 
book is for St. Ben’s.)

STEP TWO - READ THE BOOK   
While reading, create five discussion questions 
about the book.  These must be open-ended 
(questions that do not have yes or no 
answers).  Think of questions that you do not 
know the answer for but want to talk about in 
your small group.   

The discussion questions must be typed using MLA 
format and turned in to your advisory teacher or 
Language Arts teacher during the first week back 
to school in August.  They will be collected for a 
grade for your first trimester of English/Language 
Arts.

STEP THREE - FIND AN IMAGE 
Prepare an image that reflects a significant 
theme, scene, or character of the text and 
that informs the group about your 
understanding of the text.   You may 
create your image by drawing, painting, or 
sketching, or you may print an interesting 
image that you find.  You will share this 
image with your group and create a 
collage of everyone’s images to during the 
book discussion, which will then be 
displayed in the school.

STEP FOUR - WRITE AN ESSAY 
Choose one of the prompts below for your 
grade level and write an essay of 300 words or 
more.  Include specific examples and/or 
quotes from the text to support your answer. 
Please indicate which prompt you are 
addressing by typing the letter of the prompt 
as the title of the paper.  Include the title of 
the book and the author’s name, as well. 

The essay must be typed using MLA format and 
turned in to your advisory teacher or Language 
Arts teacher during the first week back to school in 
August.  It will be collected for a grade for your 
first trimester of English/Language Arts. 

The essay will be assessed based on: 

• Completeness of responses 
• Evidence of textual support (including 

specific examples and quotes from the 
book, with page numbers) 

• Organization of ideas (include an 
introduction, body and conclusion) 

• Mechanics, including proofreading and 
presentation

STEP FIVE - PREPARE TO DISCUSS 
Prepare to discuss the book with a group of 
students and an adult who read the same 
book.  Expect to contribute actively to the 
discussion and create a product that 
represents your group’s experience with the 
book. 

The group discussion will be assessed based on: 
• Quality of participation in book discussion 
• Active listening during book discussion 
• Preparation for book discussion (including 

bringing an image) 
• Knowledge of book
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Prompt A Prompt B

6th 
grade

Describe an event in the book that you 
think was very important.  Explain what 
happened and why the event was so 
important that it affected the whole 
story.

O
R

In any story, events change the main 
character in some way.  Think about the 
way one character changed.  Write a 
story as if you were that character to 
show what it was like to take on new 
responsibilities and reflect on what the 
character learned from the experience. 
What were some of the challenges the 
character faced and how did he/she deal 
with those difficulties?  Use descriptive 
details to show what the experience 
meant to the character.

7th 
grade

Focus on one character in the story and 
explain how the character changes over 
the course of the story.  Compare the 
character at the beginning of the story 

and at the end of the story.

O
R

Think about one invention/object/
machine, etc. that influenced the way 

the characters in the story live. What was 
this invention and how did it affect their 
lives? Write an essay to explain how this 

invention influenced their lives, and 
discuss how inventions can change the 

way people live. Use reasons and details 
in your explanation.

8th 
grade

In most stories, there is one character 
who works against the main character.  
At the end, there is usually a resolution 
between the main character and this 

antagonist.  Consider your story.  Should 
the main character be reconciled with 

the antagonist?  Write a persuasive 
essay in which you argue for your 
position. Provide reasons for your 

position and examples to support your 
reasons. 

O
R

Select two elements from the story (for 
example, characters, events, settings, 

themes) to compare and contrast.  Show 
both the similarities and the differences 
between the two elements you selected.
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9th 
grade

It is wise to weigh options carefully 
before making decisions, but 

waiting too long to decide can lead to 
missed opportunities. Write an essay in 
which you explain both the value and 

the challenge of a character who 
carefully considered options before 
deciding. Support your analysis with 

reasons and examples.

O
R

Select a character other than the main 
character in the story and consider how 
the story would be different if told from 

that person’s perspective.  Write a 
narrative of one event in the story told 

from the point of view of someone other 
than the main character.

10th 
grade

It is wise to weigh options carefully 
before making decisions, but 

waiting too long to decide can lead to 
missed opportunities. Write an essay in 
which you explain both the value and 

the challenge of a character who 
carefully considered options before 
deciding. Support your analysis with 

reasons and examples.

O
R

Choose a big idea presented in the story 
(like hero, love, freedom, fairness, or 

strength).  Explain the definition of the 
word as it is presented in the book, 

using specific examples from the text. 

11th 
grade

Consider the time line of the book’s 
major events to identify a theme, or 

major lesson about life.  Summarize the 
events of the story and then explain how 

they reveal the theme.

O
R

Many books include controversial topics, 
such as immigration, politics, 

relationships, war, privacy, or health care.  
Explain a controversy in your book and 
pick one side in the debate.  Write a 

persuasive essay that explains why your 
opinion is the correct one.

12th 
grade

Almost all stories contain the same 
elements: characters, conflict, action, 

dialogue, plot, and theme.  Explain the 
theme of the book, showing how the 
elements contribute to the theme.

The purpose of an essay of evaluation is 
to assess the value or worth of a topic.  
Consider a topic that is included in the 

book (such as trends, social media, 
travel, or service) and explain the 

importance of this topic in the book.

Prompt A Prompt B
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