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Prompt: Describe an event in the book that you think was very important.  Explain what 

happened and why the event was so important that it affected the whole story. 

 In the story, Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper, a girl named Melody struggles to contain 

her ideas since she could not talk.  Melody was born with a disorder called cerebral palsy.  

Despite having a disorder, there are several events that had a positive impact on the quality of 

Melody’s life. 

 One of the most important events of Melody’s life was receiving a computer that could 

talk for her.  Melody was doing a report on Stephen Hawking when she had an idea to get a 

computer for herself, so she tried referencing with things to get her aid’s attention (124 - 125).  

Eventually her aid found out she wanted something similar to Stephen Hawking’s talking device.  

Her aid told Mrs. V. about the device and showed Melody’s parents a video on the internet about 

the device.  After that, Melody’s parents bought her the computer.  This event changed Melody 

because she was finally able to get a device that would let her have a voice in life.  For instance, 

the very first words that Melody spoke to her parents were, “I am so happy” and “I love you” 

(138). 

 Another major event is Melody passing the test to get on the Whiz Kids’ Team, which is 

a team of 8 students who compete against other schools (190).  After the team beat the other 

competing schools, they get a chance to go to Washington, D.C. to compete in the national 
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finals.  Although Melody did not get a chance to actually compete in the national finals, being on 

the team showed others how intelligent she was.  For example, the host of the regional finals, 

Mr. Kingsley, said that he would like “to introduce a very special participant in our competition 

tonight” and called Melody a “fierce competitor” (208).  This specific event changed Melody 

because she began to feel valued and included in things that other kids can do. 

 One event that helped Melody move forward in school was going to the inclusion classes.  

This event was Melody’s gateway to working with normal kids and forming friendships for the 

first time.  For example, a girl named Rose started talking to Melody in music class.  Melody 

liked just sitting next to Rose so much that she said, “It ended way too soon” (99).  This event 

shows a change in Melody because she started appreciating the idea of friendships. 

 Through the events in this book, Melody started to value life more each day.  Melody saw 

her purpose in the episodes of everyday life and began to feel like an individual who had a voice.  

In conclusion, the quality of Melody’s life greatly improved with the communication device and 

the relationships she formed with everyone around her. 
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Prompt: Describe an event in the book that you think was very important.  Explain what 

happened and why the event was so important that it affected the whole story. 

 For this report, I chose to write about an event in The Time Travelers by Linda Buckley-

Archer that I thought was very important.  The event I chose is when Kate and Peter learn how to 

“blur.”  Blurring is when Kate and Peter were able to appear like ghosts in the 21st century.  This 

ultimately gave Dr. Dyer, Kate’s father, the clues he needed to find Peter and Kate in 1763 and 

bring them home. 

 The first example of Kate blurring is on page 59 when detective inspector Wheeler sees a 

figure that looks like Kate at her school: “It was a girl, wearing what seemed to be a long green 

evening dress.  She was lying on her back with her knees up, and dress tucked around her legs.  

Her long red hair streamed out behind her on the muddy pitch.  ‘Good grief, she looks like the 

Dyer girl!’” 

 Other examples of blurring that gave Dr. Dyer clues to where Kate and Peter were 

include when Kate and Peter blurred together and were seen in a supermarket car park.  This was 

especially important because a passerby took a picture of them.  This picture wound up in the 

hands of Detective Inspector Wheeler who proceeded to share it with Kate and Peter’s parents.  

Finally, one of the most important blurring episodes was when Kate blurred and appeared in 

front of Sarah Kain.  Sarah went to Detective Inspector Wheeler with her story and told both 
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Peter and Kate’s families exactly what she saw, “I’m in 1763, tell them I’m in 1763.  Oh and I 

forgot she gave me a thumbs up too” (315). 

 These blurring events helped Dr. Dyer realize that the antigravity machine was 

responsible for Kate and Peter’s disappearance.  Each time they blurred they gave Dr. Dyer a 

valuable clue as to where they were.  The early clues led Dr. Dyer to believe they were still alive.  

The clues became more specific each time they blurred.  If Kate and Peter were never able to 

blur they would not have been able to get those clues to Dr. Dyer.  Dr. Dyer said to Kate and 

Peter after he found them in 1763: “I will tell you, I will, once you’ve told me how you two 

managed to appear like ghosts in the twenty-first century, leaving a trail for me to follow from 

Bakewell to Lincoln’s Inn Field” (363). 
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Prompt: Focus on one character in the story and explain how the character changes over the 

course of the story.  Compare the character at the beginning of the story and at the end of the 

story. 

 In Dan Smith’s My Friend, the Enemy, the main character and the protagonist, Peter, 

discovers a horrific sight in his backyard.  Set in England’s countryside during World War Two, 

Peter is a twelve-year-old boy who is doing his best to protect his mother and his home because 

his father goes off to fight the war.  Peter changes over the course of the story emotionally, 

where he changes from a weak boy to a brave young man. 

 One example that shows how Peter is shy and insecure is when he has trouble standing up 

against his peers when they make fun of him.  Since Peter and his mom, “Mam,” get financial 

support from Mr. Bennett, their landlord, Trevor and Adam often make Peter feel bad about that.  

“‘Me da’ reckons your mam gets whatever she wants from his lordship since your da’s not 

around,’ said Trevor” (30).  Peter feels three different emotions: scared, mad, and distressed.  he 

can’t trust his peers when they say rude comments to him.  However, Kim, his friend, stands up 

for Peter, which helps him realize who his true friends are. 

 By chapter 7, Peter begins to take care of the German pilot.  Kim, his friend, also helps 

him.  Through this experience, Peter grown in security and problem-solving.  Peter finally is in 

charge of leading this adventure.  By calling the German pilot “our souvenir,” Peter builds his 
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confidence (83).  Peter and Erik, the German pilot, begin a friendship where Peter worries about 

him after the big bombing.  Peter tells Kim that “we should go and check on him” (171).  Peter is 

gaining confidence due to this responsibility. 

 The final example of Peter growing up is when he stands up for the German pilot, Erik, 

In chapter 26, the British soldiers catch Erik.  Peter makes sure that the British soldiers know the 

truth about the destruction that has been going on lately.  Peter does not want Erik to be harmed.  

Sergeant Wilkes accuses Erik of the lasted bombing, in which Peter declares, “‘No,’ I said, 

coming forward. ‘No it wasn’t ‘im.  He is just tryin’ to help’” (273).  Peter is courageous and 

brave because he stands up for Erik. 

 In my opinion, Peter changes for the better throughout the book because he finds the 

German pilot.  After Peter’s dad leaves to fight in World War Two, Peter is not sure what to do.  

However, he gains courage and discipline to help protect the life of the German pilot, Erik.   
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Prompt: Focus on one character in the story and explain how the character changes over the 

course of the story.  Compare the character at the beginning of the story and at the end of the 

story. 

 Stephen is the main character in Jeff Hirsch’s book, The Eleventh Plague.  I chose to 

write about Stephen because he changed so much from the beginning of the book to the end.  He 

changed how he acted and felt about other people.  Because of the major changes exhibited in 

Stephen, he was the perfect character to analyze. 

 In my opinion, Stephen was scared and afraid at the beginning of the book.  He lived with 

his father and grandpa, and he closely followed his grandpa’s rules.  As time passed, Stephen’s 

grandpa died, and Stephen and his dad stopped following Grandpa’s rules of survival.  Soon after 

the death of the grandfather, Stephen’s dad would fall into a deep coma and eventually die.  

After his dad went into a coma, Stephen became more brave and impulsive.  For example, 

Stephen took his grandpa’s rifle to protect his comatose dad without any hesitation (48-50).  He 

starts doing heroic things at the end of the book because he does live by the rules of his grandpa.  

he starts taking risks to protect his own life and maintain his survival. 

 Stephen went through many changes in a short period of time.  Once Stephen and his dad 

stopped following Grandpa’s rules, things started going bad right away.  They had slavers after 

them, and they were wet and cold.  As soon as his dad went unconscious, Stephen became very 
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protective of his father.  Shortly after he arrived at Settlers Land, he became very protective of 

his father and began enjoying part of his life.  Then, when Settlers Landing was in trouble, 

Stephen changed and acted very heroically.  After the trouble had passed, Stephen turned into a 

very caring individual who wanted to teach children at the school. 

 Stephen was very heroic in the end because he did life-threatening things.  He ran into the 

middle of a slaver camp while they were all armed with guns (230-232).  He grabbed grenades 

and threw them at cars with machine guns on them and at the soldiers.  Stephen even said, “Then 

a bullet tore past my shoulder and cut into the branches next to me” (231).  This event shows the 

type of danger Stephen was in and how he resided his own life for Settlers Landing.  Also, he 

jumped up on a car and tried to strangle an enemy, and he almost died because the slaver 

strangled him back (244-245).  These are some reasons why Stephen was heroic. 

 Another examples of Stephen’s heroism is when he goes into the burning school building 

to save the children.  To show the danger of the fire, Stephen said, “There was a hiss and a gap as 

some of the flames were squelched” (251).  This example clearly shows that Stephen risked his 

own life to save the children that were trapped inside of the school. 

 Another change that is seen in Stephen is the value he plays on a home and family.  At 

the beginning of the story, Stephen was a salvager who roamed with his dad from place to place.  

Stephen wanted this kind of life at first, but at the end of the story, he wanted to settle down and 

be part of a family and community.  Stephen stated to Jenny, “I want a home” (275).  This quote 

shows that Stephen no longer wanted to be a salvager without any home. 

 Stephen went through many changes during his life.  He let go of things that some people 

won’t let go of, such as his mother, father, grandpa, and his newborn baby sibling died all around 
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the same time.  Given the changes that Stephen made in his life, his mom and grandpa would be 

very proud of the person he had become. 
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Prompt:A theme is the lesson about life in a piece of literature.  The details in the story are clues 

to the theme.  Explain one theme in the story and provide specific details that show how it is the 

theme. 

 The book Rules by Cynthia Lord, is about a twelve-year-old girl named Catherine and her 

brother, David.  David has autism and is very socially awkward.  Catherine writes rules for 

David so that he knows how to act around people.  Some of the rules she gives him are simple, 

like “Chew with your mouth closed” (167).  Some rules are more complicated, for example “It’s 

fine to hug mom, but not the clerk at the video store” (10).  One common recurring theme in the 

book is the importance of family.  The book explores the idea that family members are always 

there for each other. 

 In the book, Catherine is described as a typical teen who just wants a normal life, with 

normal friends, and a normal family.  But with a brother who is autistic she finds it is not easy 

living a normal life.  The theme of family shows up when Catherine defends David when their 

neighbor, Ryan, teases David (109). 

 However, even though Catherine stands up for David, that doesn’t mean they don’t fight.  

Most of the time their arguments end up with David crying and Catherine having to apologize.  

Often times in the book, Catherine is embarrassed by David, almost to the point of not wanting 

to be seen with him.  This is where the theme of family comes into conflict with her need to have 
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friends and not be embarrassed.  Catherine struggles with the conflict.  But she always comes 

back to David and always will, because he is her brother.  David makes his own friends, too.  

Catherine learns David can’t control his weird behavior.  Jason, a boy her age who has more 

challenges with autism than David, teachers Catherine to accept them as they are.  Catherine also 

has one friend who doesn’t mind David’s silly actions, named Kristi. 

 Throughout the book Catherine and Jason become great friends.  She writes cards for him 

to use to communicate with others, since he can’t speak due to his autism.  Through her 

relationship with Jason she learns that people need to respect and treat people with autism the 

same way you treat everyone else.  Catherine and Kristi get in an argument over Kristi making 

David look stupid.  However, they made up and become friends again, once Catherine realized 

she was being overly-sensitive and that Kristi was just trying to have fun with David. 

 The theme of the story, in my opinion, is that friends are important, but family will 

always be there for each other.  Throughout the book Catherine makes friends and builds good 

relationships with them.  Through friendships with them she also builds a relationship she had 

never had before with David.  This story described how family members can be challenging but 

are always important and always there in your life.  This was shown by how Catherine grew a 

great relationship in one summer with David, and now her conflicted feelings about him ended 

because all the people she cared about became friends with David too.  It was important to her 

that her friends be friends with David, so that they understand his behavior and don’t make fun 

of him for it.  They taught her not to care about what others think and to always be there for her 

brother. 

 

Student Name 



  Last Name page number 

English/Language Arts Teacher Name 

Grade (8th Grade Language Arts) 

Date Paper is Finished 

Title of Text Read (in italics) 

Prompt: Select two elements from the story (for example, characters, events, settings, themes) to 

compare and contrast.  Show both the similarities and the differences between the two elements 

you selected. 

 Did you ever think about what would happen if two worlds collided?  In Linda Buckley-

Archer's book, The Time Travelers, two worlds do collide.  The main character of the story is a 

twelve-year-old boy named Peter.  Peter’s nanny takes him to visit her friends’ farm in Germany.  

When visiting the farm, Peter finds out that the family’s father is a scientist.  Peter is invited to 

go with the scientist, the scientist’s daughter, Kate, and the family dog, to go look at a generator 

the scientist is working on for a client.  When they arrive at the generator, the dog gets loose and 

the kids run after him.  While running after the dog, the children trip and fall into the generator 

and somehow the generator turns into a time machine.  Peter and Kate are taken back to the year 

1763.  The time machine gets stolen while in the year 1763 and now the children are stuck in 

time.  They meet and befriend a man named Gideon.  Over the course of the novel, Peter and 

Gideon show similar and different characteristics. 

 While reading the book, there are recognizable similarities between Gideon and Peter.  

One similarity shared between Peter and Gideon is they both do not have a great deal of family 

growing up.  Peter’s mother lives in Los Angeles while he lives in England, with his father.  

However, his father is always traveling for his job leaving Peter at home with his nanny.  

Similarly, most of Gideon’s family died of scarlet fever.  This was confirmed after Peter 



  Last Name page number 

questioned Gideon about his family by asking, “Was that when most of your family caught the 

scarlet fever?” (204).  Gideon responded about his family dying of scarlet fever by responding, 

“No — it was not then” (204).   

 A second similarity is Gideon and Peter are both very smart which helped them to get out 

of tough situations.  For example, towards the end of the book, with the help of Peter’s friend 

Kate, Peter uses his “blurring power” (a power which lets Peter go back to present day for short 

periods of time but is not seen in 1763) to rescue his friend Gideon from being executed.  On the 

day when Gideon should be executed, Peter used the blurring power by pretending to act as 

angels and appear out of thin air telling the people, “For he is without sin.  Do not let the blood 

of an innocent man stain this soil!” (390).  In this situation Peter displays his courage to protect 

his friend Gideon.  In chapters 14-15, Gideon also demonstrates quick thinking by getting his 

party out of the captivity of a group of footpads by using a sound illusion to make it seem like 

there are more people than there actually are causing the footpads to be scared and run away.  

From these described scenarios, both characters, Peter and Gideon, show courage and also share 

similar family backgrounds. 

 Over the course of the book, there were also notable differences between Peter and 

Gideon.  For example, one difference is Peter is more of fighter against authority.  Whereas, 

Gideon is accepting of the person he does not agree with by not fighting back.  For example, 

Lord Luxon turned to Gideon stating, “‘Mr. Seymour, did you embark on the race knowing of 

this vile plot against your opponent?’  Gideon responds, ‘I cannot deny that I did’” (336).  This 

took place after a horse race in which Gideon was accused of cheating, even though he won 

fairly and did not cheat.   We see that in this part of the book instead of fighting back and 

defending himself Gideon just accepted that Lord Luxon was right, even though Gideon did not 
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plan or know about the plot.  Peter knew Gideon was innocent and did not cheat nor know of the 

plot.  Peter fought for his friend Gideon by confronting authority such as the king.  Peter wrote a 

letter to the king in hopes it would persuade the king to sign a petition, which declare Gideon’s 

innocence.  

 Another way Peter and Gideon are different is Peter usually does not take charge of a 

group or situation but goes along with everyone.  However, Gideon is a good leader.  Gideon 

shows the trait of good leadership by being the first to come up with ideas to help in rough 

situations.  “They watched as a man with blond hair grabbed hold of Ned’s pistol and forced 

him, out of sight, to the ground.  Peter leaned out of the window to see none other than Gideon 

Seymour struggling to pin the highwayman to the ground” (135).  We see in this situation 

Gideon immediately takes action as he sees the party being attacked and is able to stop the 

highwayman and saves Gideon’s party.  Peter is more of a follower than a leader.  For example, 

in one situation, someone of Peter and Kate’s party offered Peter to go to the finish line of 

Gideon’s horse race.  Instead of staying at the starting line with Kate, Peter left Kate to see the 

race for himself knowing that Kate could not keep up.  Furthermore, in the novel, several times 

Peter had taken direction from Gideon instead of coming up with his own ideas and 

contributions. 

 Gideon and Peter have many similarities and differences and both prove to be great 

characters.  Gideon and Peter learned that no matter where you come from we are going to have 

flaws and be different.  Sometimes you have to face that your flaws are a part of you and it might 

be hard to fix.  We are all going to be different, and even though Gideon and Peter are different 

in many ways it does not stop them from being great friends and from being who they truly are. 


