
College Planning Timeline for Juniors 

Welcome to Junior Year—the kickoff of your College process! During Junior year, you will think 

about what you want your life after high school to look like. You will explore colleges and 

careers that suit you and you will focus on achieving at your highest capability in all of your 

classes. Research colleges, visit campuses, explore careers, and most importantly, work hard to 

earn good grades. Grades earned during your Junior year are a top priority for colleges when 

reviewing your application—put in the hard work now to keep as many options open for 

yourself as possible. The following is a timeline of suggested activities, there is plenty of time to 

get going and start planning! 

Fall 

-Begin researching careers and colleges by watching and reading the information shared 

by Ms. Fahrenbach. 

-Talk with your advisor about your college and career ideas 

-Attend College Rep visits at school and local College Fairs 

-Use the internet and Naviance to search online for schools and careers that interest 

you 

-Register for the ACT (dates in bold are offered at St. Ben’s) 

 -September 9th  (register by Aug. 4th) 

 -October 28th (register by Sept. 22nd) 

 -December 9th (register by Nov.3rd)  

 -February 10th (register by Jan 12th) 

 -April 14th (register by Mar 9) 

 -June 9th  (register by May 4th) 

 -July 14th (register by Jun 9) 

-Get involved in school and in your community! Find things that interest you like clubs, 

activities, and volunteer or work opportunities. Try new activities to build your skills, 

discover new interests, and build your resume.  

-Take the PSAT (in school October 11th) 

-Decide if you want additional test prep before you take the ACT or SAT. 

Winter 

-Continue to investigate careers and explore job interests by using Naviance and 

websites like bigfuture.com and careeronestop.org 



-If you plan to attend a 4 year college: Make a preliminary list of colleges you would like 

to learn more about. Talk to your parents, teachers, friends, counselor, college 

admissions counselors, etc. about your plans and thoughts.  

 -GET THE BEST GRADES YOU CAN. 

 -Select courses for Senior year that will challenge you academically 

Spring 

-Planning to attend a 4-year school? We HIGHLY recommend you visit as many colleges 

on your list as possible. Online searches are a fantastic first step, but actually visiting a 

school in person will give you the most information and the best feel for what the school 

is actually like. Try to visit while school is in session so you can see and experience what 

a typical day is like. 

 -Attend a College or Career Fair 

-Make plans for summer: get a job, visit colleges, take the ACT or SAT, do some ACT/SAT 

preparation, take a summer class at a community college, or volunteer.  

-Have you take then ACT yet? Yes? Great! Decide if you want to take it again. No?? 

TAKE IT!  

-As you narrow down your college list, consider the academic requirements and 

application process—will you need letters of recommendation? Do you need to write an 

essay? Does this school use the Common Application? 

 -Finish the academic year strong. Colleges consider Junior year with great consideration.  

Summer 

 -Visit as many colleges on your list as possible.  

 -Begin to brainstorm and write your college application essays and personal statement. 

-Colleges update their applications over the summer and the Common Application is 

typically published and open by August 1. Determine which schools on your list use the 

Common App. Create an account and view the essay prompts.  

 -Get some rest and relaxation before Senior year begins! 

 

*As always, see Ms. Fahrenbach with any questions or ideas* 


